Success is in the details!

Often parents wonder if their child is at the right level.  Keep in mind everyone is different depending on age and self-motivation.  This is based on consistent, once a week lessons for 7 to 12 year olds.  These are the general standards for Great Escape Stables, we don’t skip steps, push riders beyond their limits or allow riders to hangout longer then needed at one level.

Please remember we are a Hunter/Jumper barn and our lesson program is designed to ready riders for jumping.

First lesson to 6 months of lessons:


Riders learn to work at the walk and trot.  This includes posting and sitting trot.  Riders learn about balance, the importance of keeping heels down and legs tight as well as working without stirrups.  Riders will progress through level A & B during this time where they will also master steering over ground poles and staying with the motion of their horse over cross-rails.  All these skills are necessary for students to become safe, capable riders with solid basic skills.  They will also learn about haltering, leading, grooming, tacking, mounting/dismounting and adjusting their own tack.  Riders will have the opportunity to ride with a group and learn to work collectively.

6 months to 1 year of lessons:



Riders continue their trot work with more advanced steering, balance and rhythm exercises.  If riders to able to work at the walk, posting trot and halt without stirrups while maintaining consistent steering and have a quiet sitting trot on more then one horse they will start to work over cross-poles and at the canter. Jump position or two-point are mastered at all 3 gaits. By this time riders are competent with their ground skills before and after riding as well as adjusting all their own tack correctly.  Riders in this level may choose to sign up for practice rides, leasing a horse, thinking about getting their own horse and/or joining the show team.
1 year to 1½ years of lessons:


By this time riders should be comfortable working at the walk, posting and sitting trot and canter.  Riders should be at the Level C skill set.  Riders can perform steering exercised at all three gaits on several horses (easy and harder horses).  Basic jump position is done at all three gaits with and without stirrups.  Balance is enforced by continual work with and without stirrups.  Riders should be able to work as a group at all three gaits.  Ground poles, cross-poles/cavaletti’s and small verticals are a consistent part of a rider lesson and maybe worked over individual or as part of a course or gymnastic exercise.
1½ to 2 years of lessons:


At this point riders are progressing though Jump Level 1, 2, 3 and so on.  Riders may be deciding to buy a horse, join the show team or lease a horse.
These guidelines are generalized for riders 7 to 12 years old who come consistently to lessons and get to spend at least 30 min. of their lesson mounted.  Riders may exceed these expectations by being very focused, committed and most importantly self-motivated.  Riders who are having a hard time meeting these expectations may need to revaluate their lesson goals and work with their instructor to get back on track.

